The Orwell Tapes

From the CBC series 'Ideas With Paul Kennedy'
'CBC is the only media organization with a comprehensive archive of recordings of people who knew George Orwell from his earliest days to his final moments.  There are fifty hours of recordings.  Some of this oral history was included in "George Orwell, A Radio Biography" which aired on CBC radio on January 1, 1984 - the first day of Orwell's famous year. But much of it is being aired now for the first time. '

This material has now been used for three programmes and is available online.

Part One, with links to pages for Part Two and Part Three
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/the-orwell-tapes-part-1-1.3513191
Podcast Download Page
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/documentaries/the-best-of-ideas/
[The direct links to the podcast mp3 files, along with participants lists, are on the following pages.  All this information is taken from the CBC website.

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and Stephen Wadhams, thank you].

Monday April 04, 2016

Part One:
http://podcast.cbc.ca/mp3/podcasts/ideas_20160404_11240.mp3
Participants in this episode:

Jacintha Buddicom, childhood friend of Orwell (she knew him only by his real name Eric Blair)

Dennis Collings, friend of Orwell in Southwold.

Jack Denny, Orwell's tailor in Southwold.

Christopher Eastwood, went to Eton with Orwell.

Kay Ekevall, one of Orwell's girlfriends.

Adrian Fierz, son of Mabel Fierz.

Mabel Fierz, helped Orwell get his first book published.

Joan Mullock and Nancy Fox, knew Orwell in Southwold.

John Grotrian, was at Orwell's first school – St. Cyprian's.

Jon Kimche, worked with Orwell in London bookshop.

Jane Morgan, Orwell's niece.

Roger Mynors, knew Orwell at Eton.

Steven Runciman, knew Orwell at Eton.

Brenda Salkeld, teacher in Southwold.  Friend of Orwell.

Stephen Spender, became friend despite Orwell calling him a "parlour bolshevik and pansy poet".

Geoffrey Stevens, Orwell was his teacher at a small private school.

Julian Symons, friend.

Monday April 11, 2016 

Part Two:
http://podcast.cbc.ca/mp3/podcasts/ideas_20160411_97386.mp3
Participants in this episode: 

Victor Alba, took Orwell around Barcelona in 1937.

Fred Bates and Olga Bates, villagers in Wallington where Orwell had a cottage.

Fenner Brockway, helped Orwell get to Spain.

Esther Brookes, lived in Wallington cottage after Orwell left.

Stafford Cottman, fought with Orwell in Spanish civil war.

Patricia Donahue, friend.

Bob Edwards, fought with Orwell in Spanish civil war.

Kay Ekevall, one of Orwell's girlfriends.

Mabel Fierz, helped Orwell get his first book published.

Frank Frankford, fought with Orwell in Spanish civil war.

Livia Gollancz, daughter of Orwell's first publisher.

Lydia Jackson, friend of Eileen, Orwell's first wife.

Jon Kimche, visited Orwell in Barcelona.

 William Krehm, Canadian journalist who met Orwell in Spain.

Sam Lesser, Communist party member – highly critical of Orwell.

Carlton Melling, helped Orwell research poverty in Wigan public Library.

Sydney Smith, showed Orwell around Wigan.

Victor Stacey, was in room next to Orwell at Tuberculosis Sanatorium.

Julian Symons, friend.

Monday April 18, 2016 

Part Three:
http://podcast.cbc.ca/mp3/podcasts/ideas_20160418_67912.mp3
Participants in this episode:

David Astor, friend who helped Orwell find house in Jura and arranged his funeral.

Richard Blair, Orwell's adopted son.

Jacintha Buddicom, childhood friend of Orwell.

Lettice Cooper, friend of Eileen (Orwell's first wife)

Katie Darroch, Orwell's nearest neighbour on Isle of Jura.

Patricia Donahue, friend.

Bill Dunn, Orwell's brother-in-law.

Rev. Gordon Dunstan, Church minister for Orwell's funeral.

Mary Fyvel, friend of Orwell.

Tosco Fyvel, worked with Orwell on wartime books

.Celia Goodman, Orwell proposed to her after his first wife died.

Desmond Hawkins, worked with Orwell at the BBC.

David Holbrook, boyfriend of Orwell's housekeeper after his first wife died.

Michael Meyer, friend of Orwell.

Malcolm Muggeridge, friend.

Margaret  Nelson, owner of house on Island of Jura that Orwell rented.

Anne Popham, Orwell proposed to her after his first wife died.

Paul Potts, Canadian born poet. Knew Orwell in London.

Stephen Spender, friend.

Henry Swanzy, knew Orwell at the BBC.

Julian Symons, friend. Reviewed 1984.

Susan Watson. Orwell's housekeeper after his first wife died.

James Williamson, doctor who treated Orwell.

Sunday Wilshin, knew Orwell at the BBC.

Diana Witherby, friend of Orwell's second wife, Sonia Brownell.

