
Final report
by Jane Wild

The other staff, students of St Wilfrid’s R.C. College, and I were extremely fortunate to be 
chosen as part of the Orwell Society’s Teacher in School Bursary initiative. The support and 
resources provided by the Orwell Society were invaluable. 

The focus of our project was to extend our Animal Farm scheme of learning, for Year 8 students
(aged 12-13 years old), to incorporate a wider variety of Orwell’s work and continue to develop 
student’s critical view of the modern world. We studied extracts from Nineteen Eighty-Four, 
The Road to Wigan Pier and Homage to Catalonia, alongside a number of Orwell’s poems and 
essays. We have noted how, after engaging with Orwell’s work, students have begun reflecting 
upon current affairs and have felt empowered in challenging issues that they face, whether that
is through class debate or their own writing. Students were particularly interested in discussing 
the current Black Lives Matter movement and the impact racism still has upon society today. 

After reading an extract from The Road to Wigan Pier, students wrote their own descriptive 
pieces describing the Calais jungle with the intention of conveying the horrific conditions others
were living in.

Example of student’s creative writing following reading an
extract from The Road to Wigan Pier



The students’ engagement with the novel Animal Farm was excellent and they produced some 
exemplary analytical essays, exploring the impacts of historical and social context within 
Orwell’s work. Students discussed a number of themes including power, control and education 
in relation to the novel.



 



Examples of analytical work produced by students when studying Animal Farm.

We also explored the influence of Eileen Blair, born in South Shields herself, using her as a local 
role model for our students to write passionately about topics they care about. Over the course
of the module, students created a number of written pieces, using inspiration from Orwell and 
Eileen’s work. We also encouraged students to participate in class debates, preparing their own
arguments and articulating themselves effectively. It has been a privilege to see our students 
develop their own voice and engage with current affairs through their writing.



Examples of a speech written and delivered by a
year 8 student. 



Alongside our scheme of learning, we launched an extracurricular school competition across 
Key Stage 3 (aged from 12-14 years old) entitled ‘Why I Write’, asking students to write about 
the future they imagined. This was an exciting opportunity for students to write independently 
on a chosen topic and the response was outstanding. Students submitted a variety of fiction, 
non-fiction and poetic pieces to submit for judging to the Orwell Society. The engagement of 
the students was superb and we are now beginning to launch another extracurricular club for 
students to enter the national Orwell Youth Prize this year. 

Examples of student entries for the ‘Why I Write’ competition.

Unfortunately, due to the global COVID pandemic, we were unable to host Sylvia Topp at St 
Wilfrid’s as originally planned. We were hoping that Sylvia would host a Q&A with some of our 
students, following the publication of her biography of Eileen Blair, Eileen: The Making of 
George Orwell. 


